Cardinal and Ordinal Numbers 


Cardinal numbers are the numbers used for counting (one two three etc...). 
Ordinal numbers are called ORDinal because they signify an ORDer (first, 
second, third etc...) they can easily be derived from cardinal numbers because 
they follow a ujj (a “pattern” or scale). In practical terms, this means that they’re 

easy to remember because they rhyme, please refer to page 155 of your book (and page 138 if 
you have shamelessly forgotten numbers from 11 to 100). 


Use ordinal numbers as adjectives by opposition to cardinal numbers) 


Cardinal numbers come before the noun: both the number and the noun should 
always be indefinite in this case, and disagree in gender (plural non-human = singular 
feminine rule does not apply with cardinal numbers). ^jW 1 

Ordinal numbers come after the noun and function like any other 
adjective: they are either both definite or both indefinite—depending on what you 
want to say—and they both agree in gender. 4-*-)' jl' « 

(See more examples below) 

The exception is the cardinal number 1 (one) that comes after the noun and functions like 
an ordinal number; that is to say like a regular adjective. However, it is rarely used 
because the absence of article already implies “one.” for instance: means the book, 

and means “a” book, and “a/an” used with a singular noun automatically implies 
“one.” Therefore, one book is only used for emphasis and signifies one book only : 
j (See another example below) 

Examples: 

❖ Six books (cardinal number comes before the noun; both are indefinite, and 
disagree in gender;) 

<1uj 


❖ The sixth book (ordinal number comes after the noun; both are definite) 
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- If for some reason I wanted to say a sixth book, it would be: 

(ordinal number comes after the noun; both are indefinite) 


♦♦♦ Three cars (cardinal number comes before the noun; both are indefinite) 


♦♦♦ The fourth car (comes after the noun, both are definite) 


AjoI 


♦♦♦ The first book (“book” being singular masculine) 

JjVI ljUSJI 


♦♦♦ The first car (“car” being singular feminine) 

jjSfi sjM 


❖ The first cars (plural non-human, therefore same as singular feminine above; 
plural non-human = singular feminine rule does apply with ordinal numbers) 

Jji\ cJjLJI 


❖ One car (meaning one car (feminine) only) 




❖ One book (meaning one book (masculine) only) 





things 


You can also use masculine ordinal numbers as adverbs to list 

by adding 1 and removing J': 


^ j' Means “firstly” 


Means “secondly” 
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J Means “fourthly” 
And so on and so forth... 


This is useful to answer questions like “why do you hate Arabic?” because by now you 
probably have so many reasons that they could be numbered: 


“I don’t like the Arabic language firstly (in English it is more common to say “first of all”), 
because it (in Arabic “she” because there is no “it,” and “Arabic language” (kujxll AiHI) is feminine) is 
hard; and secondly, because it is boring, and thirdly, because it is complex, and 

fourthly.. .etc” 


to.Vtx a Uilljj cALa-a Lljljj iA }»..o Vj' Aij^pjJI Axil ' i V 


this is also useful to list things that you do (or that you did) in a specific order, for 
example: “when I wake up in the morning, I eat breakfast firstly, and I read a little bit 
secondly, and I take a shower thirdly, and I go to class fourthly etc...” 


Telling Time (warning: it varies tremendously in spoken Arabic—See DVD) 

This is how you ask questions about time: 

At what time? = “In which hour (cf. rules for the use of “which”)” .. .Ac-Lui ^' 
What time is it? = “how many the hour” 


In Arabic, definite feminine ordinal numbers are used to tell time. For example two 
o’clock is “the second hour” AplH' Ac-Udl eight o’clock is “the eighth hour” AiAiil! Ac-Ldl 
etc. Watch out for one o’clock, it’s the one exception where the definite feminine 
cardinal number jJ' is once again used as if it were a cardinal number: jl' kc-UJl 

Let’s arbitrarily use seven o’clock as an example to explore how time is expressed in 
Arabic: 

First, you need to know these words: 

Minute : AliSJ 
Minutes : 

Quarter : ^J 
Third: ^ 
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Half: 1 — 


Except :*^) In Arabic, this word can be used like the word “but” is sometimes used in English; i.e. in 
sentences like: 1 have all the Metallica CD’s but one (“except” one). In Arabic you can say “it’s nine 
“but/except” a quarter,” meaning “it’s a quarter to nine” (8:45). 


7 : 00 AjuLoJI Ac-LoJ) 


7;01 ASjSd J AjuLaJl AC-LuJI 


As mentioned before, for ONE minute, you only need to say “a” minute (the 
indefinite article a/an being automatically implied by the absence of J'), so 7:01 is 
“the seventh hour and a minute" 

7:02U.EJ) j AjljLoJI Ac-LoJI 


The addition of u' or dy to a singular noun automatically implies two of that noun. 
So if means minute, then + <j' or + dy means two minutes. 

7:03 <dlA juLuJI Ac-LoJl 

Use minute in the plural from three to ten; so it’s three minutes, four minutes 
etc...up until ten minutes but starting from 11 it’s eleven minute (singular), 
twelve minute (singular), up until fifty nine minute (singular). See also reminder 
of Gender in Numbers Rules below (page 6) 

7:04 (3-^4 AjuLoJ) Ac-LoJI 

Etc... 

7:10 4-xjLoJI Ac-LuJI 

7 : Aia3^ jjIc. AxjLoJI Ac-LoJ! 


Etc... 

7; 15 AjuLoJ) Ac-LoJI 


Always say “.. .and the quarter” (always definite) rather than “.. .and fifteen 
minutes” 


7 : 15 a1j34 jJqC. CIijujj AjtjLoJi Ac-Ludl) 
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Etc... 


7;20 l— ll-illj AjtjLudl) Ac-LoJI 

Always say “.. .and the third” (20 minutes is a third of the 60 minutes that 
constitute an hour) rather than “.. .and twenty minutes” 

7 : 21 A3-}34 (jj^juic-j l£4^Ij AxjLoJI Ac-LoJI 
Etc... 

7 : 30 (. AxjLoJI Ac-Ludl) 

Always say “.. .and the half’ rather than “.. .and thirty minutes” 

7;40 lilj V] ALaliil! Ac-Ludll 

For 40 minutes, say the next hour but a third (notice how the definite article is not 
used here). 

7 : 4X jJic. Ajljuoj V] ALaliill Ac-L31 

Or Aaa34 jyujj L£^]j 4-xjLaill Ac-LaJl (from 41min to 44min, it’s your 

call) 

7:45 V) Ai-otall Ac-LoJ) 

Starting at 45 minutes, start saying the next hour but the time left; for example, 
4:45 is the fifth hour but a quarter; 5:43 is the sixth hour but seventeen minute; 
3:55 is the fourth hour but five minutes. 

7:50 V] Ac-LoJl 

7:51 (3^-94 £jujj V) ALaliiil Ac-Luoll 

7:52(3^1^4 V] Ac.L3) 

7:53(3^-34 V) ALfcUl Ac.L3I 
7:55(3^-34 jjixa. V] ALoliil) Ac-LoJl 
Etc... 
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Reminder of Gender in Numbers Rules 


As you know, the numbers follow the reverse gender up till ten: 

For 13 to 19 the first part of the number follows the opposite gender rule, but the 
part doesn’t. 

Uic. 

£}J 

Same for the twenties etc... 


qj*j jj 

For eleven, both A*. I and are masculine when referring to masculine things, and 
only cS-Asd 

is feminine when referring to feminine things; so they actually agree. Same 
thing for 21, and 31, etc... 

. 1^.1 

Similarly, for twelve, both 'Ai! and arc masculine when referring to masculine 

things, and only ^2 j! is feminine when referring to feminine things. Same thing for 22, 
and 32, etc... 

Note that 'Ail in the feminine is 'AS); and that in the feminine is 
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